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Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

August 8, 2015 
“Not One in Twenty” Part 2
Today’s subject, “Not One in Twenty,” Part 2. Last week we read a number of quotes on not one in twenty and not one in a hundred. Two of the most startling quotes were (General Conference Bulletin, 1893, pp. 132, 133) and (RH, September 3, 1889 par. 10). The first quote said, “It is a solemn statement that I make to the church, that not one in twenty (That’s less than 5%) whose names are registered upon the church books are prepared to close their earthly history, and would be as verily without God and without hope in the world as the common sinner.

The second quote said, “There is not one in one hundred who understands for himself the Bible truth on this subject that is so necessary to our present and eternal welfare.” And the subject she was speaking of was justification by faith. She went on to say that when this subject is correctly understood, it can break the power of Satan.

We will now resume with part 2 and this first quote pertains to the subject of dress reform:
Testimonies to the Church, vol. 1 Pg. 465, “Another reason which I offer as an apology for calling attention again to the subject of dress is that not one in twenty of the sisters who profess to believe the Testimonies has taken the first step in the dress reform.” Here the prophet of the Lord is referring to the matter of dress reform which does apply to men as well as women, but here she is talking about the sisters. You can go to many churches today and you will not be able to tell the difference between professed SDA’s and the world. Sheer blouses skimpy dress with too much flesh exposed and skirts that are all too short are worn, pants, and makeup to the excess and jewelry far in excess of what the compromise had intended are found in the larger churches and even many of the smaller ones, not failing to mention the upsurge in tattoos and piercings.

Sister White was talking about modesty and decency and dressing healthfully, as well as dressing appropriately for the occasion. When we’re at home, what we wear will be according to the task at hand, but when we are at church, it is no time to dress in a casual manner for such brings reproach on the cause of God. We should dress our very best for we come to meet with God in the beauty of holiness and inappropriate dress should never be worn. Moses was told to remove his shoes because he was on holy ground. 
Dressing appropriately for church is not legalism. How we dress is a reflection of what is going on inside of us and has a lot to say about our character. If a man has a nice suit in his closet and a shirt and tie, but chooses to go to church in a raggedy shirt and blue jeans that have holes and patches, what does that say about his character? What does that tell you about his love and appreciation for Jesus and his relationship to the God of heaven who consented to allow His Son to die for his salvation? You may think it doesn’t matter, but it is a matter of calloused disrespect to dress inappropriately for church.
The standards God gave us through His prophet are universal in scope and apply to every continent on the planet. We have a moral obligation at Victory to adhere to the testimony of Jesus given through His prophet, regardless of what the other churches choose to do.
Regarding young people GPS in 1T496 “Young Sabbathkeepers are given to pleasure seeking. I saw that there is not one in twenty who knows what experimental religion is.” Once again, less than 5%, but in this case, young Sabbath-keepers don’t know what experimental religion is. What does that mean? What kind of religion do they have? Well if they do not have the experimental religion, if they have not experienced Christ and the transformation of the heart, all they have is a head religion. They’re going through the motions. They have knowledge, which is important, pertaining to the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy, but when we are not living what we know, the knowledge will not save us. James 2:19 “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.” Who has more knowledge of scripture than Satan? Can that save him? No!
All right, going on speaking of young Sabbathkeepers, “They are constantly grasping after something to satisfy their desire for change, for amusement; and unless they are undeceived and their sensibilities aroused so that they can say from the heart, "I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord," they are not worthy of Him and will come short of everlasting life.” Isn’t that true of the youth today? Constantly grasping, never satisfied, always having to be amused. If every moment isn’t filled with excitement, two words always come out of their mouths, “I’m bored.” And churches today are more interested in entertaining them; one new program after another, drama, celebration rock music and many other programs that border on the ridiculous. Look young people have a longing of the soul as much as we do, but all those useless programs may entertain for a while, but are valueless to satisfy the soul needs. What they need is to experience Jesus Christ. Allowing them to dress as they please and do what they want in combination with all these meaningless programs will not draw them closer to Christ, but will push them further away, allowing them to be anchored in their sins, and hardening their hearts against the truth.
She goes on to say this, “The young, generally, are in a terrible deception, and yet they profess godliness. Their unconsecrated lives are a reproach to the Christian name; their example is a snare to others. They hinder the sinner, for in nearly every respect they are no better than unbelievers. They have the word of God, but its warnings, admonitions, reproofs, and corrections are unheeded, as are also the encouragements and promises to be obedient and faithful. God's promises are all on condition of humble obedience. One pattern only is given to the young, but how do their lives compare with the life of Christ? I feel alarmed as I witness everywhere the frivolity of young men and young women who profess to believe the truth. God does not seem to be in their thoughts. Their minds are filled with nonsense. Their conversation is only empty, vain talk. They have a keen ear for music, and Satan knows what organs to excite to animate, engross, and charm the mind so that Christ is not desired. The spiritual longings of the soul for divine knowledge, for a growth in grace, are wanting.  {1T 497.1}
     I was shown that the youth must take a higher stand and make the word of God the man of their counsel and their guide.”   {1T 497.2}  
Did you hear that? They have a keen ear for music, and Satan knows what organs to excite to animate, engross, and charm the mind so that Christ is not desired. This is one of the reasons why we as a denomination need to take a strong stand in regards to this celebration music, this rock music, this contemporary so called Christian music because it has Christian lyrics. Listen, the devils music with Christian words will always be the devil’s music. That syncopated beat appeals to the flesh and excites the emotions. Those leaders who endorse such music should be apologizing for their cowardice and they need to be confessing their sins to God for leading the young astray and they need to be asking the church for forgiveness. 
The devil knows that the young have a keen ear for music, and it is his intent to excite their passions and he knows the exact kind of music to do it with. They will be so caught up in their emotions that in their minds they will not be thinking of Jesus.

Next, regarding prayer GPS in 8T148 “Let men learn to pray earnestly, and let them make their prayers short and right to the point. Let them learn to speak of the world's Redeemer and to lift up the Man of Calvary higher and still higher.”  When we are in public or in the church, we need to pray earnestly, but we are counseled to make the prayers short and to the point. Discarding many of the generalities and praying for the specifics.
Going on she says, “All the preaching in the world will not make men feel deeply the need of the perishing souls around them. Nothing will so arouse in men and women a self-sacrificing zeal as to send them forth into new fields to work for those in darkness. Prepare workers to go out into the highways and hedges. Do not call men and women to the great center, encouraging them to leave churches that need their aid. Men must learn to bear responsibilities.” What is being said here is that we need to take on a self-sacrificing spirit, whether we are to be missionaries in distant lands or missionaries in the areas that we live.
Then she goes on to say, “Not one in a hundred among us is doing anything beyond engaging in common, worldly enterprises. We are not half awake to the worth of the souls for whom Christ died.”  {8T 147.4}
This is one of the most astounding quotes I have read.  Not one in a hundred, again that’s less than 1%. Not one in a hundred among us is doing anything beyond engaging in common, worldly enterprise. That means they are doing nothing to win souls to Christ. We are not half awake to the worth of the souls for whom Christ died. Where is our burden for souls? What are we afraid of? We need to be praying for a burden for souls. We need to experience the concern for souls that Christ had.

We need to find that one soul that is searching for truth and involve ourselves in their quest to know truth. When we understand that just about every person you meet may be lost, maybe there may be a passion developed in your heart for that soul and you will take a risk… to be rejected. But instead of being rejected, they may respond to the Living Water for their thirsty soul. There is no greater experience in the human condition than to lead a soul to God’s real truth. 
The next statement comes from the June 28, 1887 R & H. “There are lessons of the highest importance that not one in twenty of those who claim to be children of God have yet learned.” Now the question would be, “What are the lessons? As we read further in this statement, we should be able to find what they are.
“We are nearing the Judgment, when every case will stand before God in its true bearing; when every secret thing that men have done will appear, with the motive that governed their life. The end of all things is at hand, and all our works will be judged. If our ambition is to be first, then we shall be last; if we are willing to suffer something for Christ's sake, if we are striving for spirituality, then the Lord will honor all such ambition to excel. But if we are seeking to satisfy an unholy, selfish ambition, God will humble the one who does this. But the Lord has spoken through his apostles, "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up." James 4:10. God knows us all by name. He knows what spirit is in us, and will finally reward us as our works have been. No one need be in darkness in regard to the spirit which he possesses. Sin will close the gate of heaven against all who cherish it, for they will be without the holy city. Is heaven of any value to us, then let us put away all sin, that we may stand approved of God.”  {RH, June 28, 1887 par. 1}

     “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. . . . And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vainglory, provoking one another, envying one another." Galatians 5:22-26 “There are lessons of the highest importance that not one in twenty of those who claim to be children of God have yet learned. Shall not we learn them before our destiny is forever settled? Shall we cherish and cultivate the very thing which Satan originated in heaven, which resulted in his fall, and which through his temptations has successfully accomplished the fall of thousands and thousands? Shall we separate ourselves from God, and take the enemy's side? Professed believers in the truth are doing this. When circumstances arise to tempt them, they do not resist temptation, but fall an easy prey to the Devil. That which individuals need is practical godliness. This is the only antidote for the snares of the Devil.”  {RH, June 28, 1887 par. 2}
“God's word is full of instruction that his children should love another, and not strive with one another. They are called unto liberty, and should stand fast in their liberty wherewith Christ has made them free. But he would have them be careful that they do not use this liberty unlawfully, indulging in corrupt practices; and they should avoid anything which would create contention and dissension and differences of feeling. He would have them by love serve one another. They are to maintain Christian affection, love their neighbor as themselves. "If ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another."” Galatians 5:15 {RH, June 28, 1887 par. 3}
We find in this statement many lessons of the highest importance that not one in twenty of us have yet learned. The context here is clearly on the issue of character. The setting here is that of the judgment and the fact that it is nearing. We who are living in the last days of time are to be perfecting the character that will stand the test of time and bring glory to God. But not one in twenty of us are being like Jesus, or as she said manifesting the fruit of the Spirit. Not one in twenty. What a terrible commentary. Not living the holy lives God has instructed us to be living. His command is, “Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:16. 
She said, “God's word is full of instruction that his children should love another, and not strive with one another. They are called unto liberty, and should stand fast in their liberty wherewith Christ has made them free.” 

But how many of us may be using that liberty to excuse sin in our lives.

She said we should love one another and by love serve one another and that we should avoid anything which would create contention and dissension and differences of feeling. This is not necessarily true at Victory, but in many, many SDA churches there is a host of contention and dissension and differences of feeling and bitterness and gossip and murmuring and complaining and faultfinding about one another.
Brethren, what we are learning last week and this week is that not one in twenty has really learned what it is to be a Christian, to walk with God and to humble ourselves before Him. Here are questions to ponder. Are you where God wants you to be? Do you have the faith of Jesus, do you have the mind of Jesus, are you really doing all you should be doing and what God expects you to be doing? 

I will conclude with this last statement from Review and Herald April 26, 1892. It says, “The time is not far off when the people of God will be called upon to give their testimony before the rulers of the earth. Not one in twenty has a realization of what rapid strides we are making toward the great crisis in our history. The angels of God are holding the four winds, and this leads many to cry, Peace and safety; but there is no time for vanity, for trifling, for engaging the mind in unimportant matters. We must empty the soul temple of every defilement, and let the Spirit of God take full possession of the heart, that the character may be transformed.”

Not only is there less than 5% of the SDA’s failing to be like Jesus and having the fruit of the Spirit and preparing to spend eternity with Jesus, but less than 5% have a realization of what rapid strides we are making toward the great crisis in our history. I think here at Victory the percentage is way much higher than in most churches. But the sad part is that most SDA’s are merely playing church and loving the world, without any idea how close we are to the conclusion of the great controversy. They are in their Christian walk, exactly where Satan would have them be. 

My brothers and sisters, we will continue this series with part 3 next Sabbath. I believe that God loves Victory and wants us to become fully aware of exactly where we are in this great controversy, and that is at the very door of a tremendous crisis that will try our souls, and also I believe God wants us to be aware of what our Spiritual condition is here in the closing hours of our probationary period. There is not one of us in this sanctuary today that is where God wants us to be. But there is not one of us that He does not want in His kingdom.

Like I said last week, we need to ask ourselves these questions, “Who has my thoughts?” “Where is my attention and focus? “Who do I associate with?” What kind of behavior do I demonstrate and is it ethical? Am I an honest person? And to this list I would add, “Am I feeding my spiritual life the amount of God’s written word as I should? Am I spending the time in devotions and prayer as I need to be? Am I allowing myself to be amused by Satan’s devices, voluntarily putting myself on Satan’s ground and breaking the connection with heaven? Brothers and sisters, God does not want our connection and focus to be broken, even for one minute. 
When God gave us Jesus and Jesus endured so much suffering, do we think He called us to a half service; a life of ease and entertainment? No. He is calling us to active duty. Will we answer the call?
Let us pray …
